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09/29/ 2018 14:82 2825474959 

Charles Brodsky, Chairman 
ABC Board 
Alcoholic Bcvcrilgc Regulation Admlnistr.~tlon 

1250 U Street N.W. 
Washlneton, DC 20009 

CCLI..MBIA 

Re: Support for the Class CR Alcohol Ucense application of the Big Bear Cafe 

Chainnan Brodsky, 

PAGE 02/03 

My n.1me Is Patrida Mitchell, President of North Capitol Main Street's Soard of Directors. I am 
writing to express the support of North Capitol Main Street, Inc. (NCMS) for the Restaurent Class 
C alcohol license application for the Big Bear Cafe. (Cafe) 

The Cafe has made significant contributions to business and community development In our 
community as a whole, ;mt.l ~pecifically in the Sloomll'\r;dale Neishborhood, and we fecal that 
with the opportunity to operate with an alcohol license the Cafe will be able to sustain its 
operations, erow its tlw:;inA.<.< and continue to serve as a stimulant for further business 
development within the NCMS Service area. 

NCMS Is a 501c(3) nonprofit organization founded in 2003 with the primary purpose or serving 
as a catalyst for neighborhood commercial revitalization. We are an officially designated DC 
Motn srreets Program, a voluntec:r·cJriven orgeni7:e~tion with o mi,:~ion of revitalizing the North 

capitol Street area's historically and culturally important neighborhood commercial corridors. 

We believe the Cafe's presence on the corridor is a direct result oft~ increased foot traffic, 
which has been a major deterrent to the drug trade and the loitering that had been a persistent, 
impenetrable nuisance to the neighborhood for many years and we feel that adding hours to 
the Cafe's existing operations, as It has proposed in its Restaurant Class C license application. 
will serve to further Improve conditions. 

Sy :lHowfng access to Its rGrtrooms, hiring local residPnt!\ tn do weekly/bi-weekly trash pick-ups, 
and by working with civic groups to run community dean-ups, the Cafe has been active in 
addressing cleanliness issues of the area. 

In addressln2 parking Issues, the t:afe has been !) committed ectlvl't for enc:oun•r;lng pedestrlliln 
and bike commuting by working with DOOTto Install bike rac:ks on 11t end R :;trcctr;, (in front of 
theCa~} working with Capitol CJty Bikeshere to Install a public bike station at R and Florida Ave, 

• 1m Ntn+h rapitnl ~ N'E • Wa.&hil"'~on. DC 2.0002 
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~W, (across from the Cafe) and doing other envtronmentally friendly outreach that ~nttl!lt:!l.llhe 
Cafe to win the Mayor's Environmental Excellence •ward In 2009. 

With all of this, we trust that the Big Bear Cafe will continue to contribute positively in our 
community, and will continue to serve as an example of a responsible, community-minded 
business for others to emulate. We, therefore, encourage the ABC Board to look favorably on 
this application and approve it . We have much to look forward to. 

flatrlcia Ellis Mitchell, President 

• 17~ Norih C:apltol ~t ... f't, 1\TF. • Wubi.ngton. OC 2~ 
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Exhibit H. Permit to Build, 1891 

.- No.-~~----
I-LD. -. PERMIT TO 

-
OFFICE OF. INSPEC=!'OR OF BUILDINGS. 

-~. ·;;-< _- ; :~~~~~-
- - -#~ __ -:.. . . . ~ -· ... 
t9 to «tttif»;-~ ·---~~ /J..e ~ .. ·····-··· ·- . . ........... __ 
~l/~ --:::::_wldin-4 qn, wt 1 ............... . 

square ·- ~ .. _ i'll- acco1'dlutcc with application .No. 'Jf ~ ............. 1 on flu 
m lJa~ offi.ce, and SlW,jept to 0~-e provi.sic11;; o( '!:!!! B_u:fld~~~n.f fJ/-Ot.e J)lstricl. 
~ Jltrv /; 1//.b /~ ~ - ~ 

The ri,4ht is r-cserve<l/,() ~-carninr the buiJ.dints as oft n aa 7n1111 be JUCU~· -

in COL~Jrse of erection., a1td order any clux;n.§cs in the construcl.ion that may be dur~d 

requi.sitfJ to ir~.oSure sutfiden:t str~n~h, soltdity ancl sofety from. fire . 

.d.ll jluc.s mu t be enclosed with brick wa.U nine in.cJ~ thick or cased with ter.-ra~ 

cotta pipes BiJht in .. ches inside d:ia,meter enclosed.. with bri<Jk work not /.u$ than four 

and, on.e-haJf inc/~ th.ick. 

-
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714 ED-3.2 SMALL AND LOCALLY-OWNED BUSINESSES 

714.1 Small goods and services businesses are an important part of what makes the District's neighborhood 

commercial areas work. They provide full and part time employment opportunities for city residents and 

contribute to the city's tax base. They help sustain the diversity of neighborhood shopping areas, and enable 

the marketplace to respond to changing business conditions and consumer preferences. It is the city's small 

business proprietors that have initiated many of the District's commercial revitalization efforts, driven by a 

desire and commitment to upgrade their businesses, properties, and neighborhoods. 714.1 

714.2 Approximately 95 percent of the businesses in the District have fewer than 50 employees. While these 

businesses represent just 34 percent of the District's private sector jobs, they are an essential part of the 

city's economic base. Sectors with high numbers of small businesses include construction, wholesale trade, 

retail trade, and food services. In fact, the average retail business in the city has about I 0 employees and the 

average food service business has 17 employees. 714.2 

714.3 The success of small businesses in these sectors and others is particuhirly important in the city's 

economically distressed communities. Small businesses in these areas can catalyze neighborhood renewal 

and provide local jobs. The availability of working capital and other forms of financial and technical 

assistance is important to promote their success. 714.3 

714.4 One of the potential downsides of revitalization is the loss of small businesses as national chains move in. 

This can also result in the replacement of basic services with high-end specialty shopping that is not 

affordable to many residents. The District recognizes that neighborhood shopping areas should evolve in 

response to changes in consumer tastes and preferences, but it also recognizes the importance of avoiding 

displacement and economic hardship for the businesses that have anchored our city's shopping areas for 

years. 714.4 

714.5 New programs may be needed to reduce "commercial gentrification" in the future. Measures should include 

but not be limited to income and property tax incentives, assistance to commercial tenants seeking to 

purchase their buildings, commercial land trusts (which buy local commercial space and hold it in 

perpetuity for the benefit of the community), and relocation assistance programs for displaced business. 

Zoning strategies, such as limits on the size of businesses or the length of street frontage, and tying zoning 

relief (variances, etc.) to explicit requirements for the preservation of local serving small businesses also 

should be included. There are also federal programs like the HUBZone (Historically Underutilized 

Business Zone). 714.5 

714.6 Policy ED-3.2.1: Small Business Retention and Growth 

Encourage the retention, development, and growth of small and minority businesses through a range of 

District-sponsored technical and financial assistance programs. 714.6 
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714.7 Policy ED-3.2.2: Small Business Incubators 

Provide low-cost rental space ("incubators") for small, home-grown businesses and start-up companies, 

particularly companies that are responsive to technological and economic innovation in the marketplace. A 

variety of spaces should be considered for business incubators, including vacant storefronts and surplus 

public buildings. 714.7 

714.8 Policy ED-3.2.3: Access to Capital 

Expand access to equity, debt capital, long-term debt financing, and small business loans for small and 

medium-sized businesses. These tools should be used to leverage private investment in facade 

improvements, new and expanded business ventures, streetscape improvements, and other outcomes that 

help revitalize commercial districts and generate local jobs. 714.8 

714.9 Policy ED-3.2.4: Large Business Partnerships 

Promote collaborations and partnerships between small businesses and the District's major employers to 

increase contracts for small and disadvantaged businesses, including federal outsourcing contracts. 714.9 

714.10 Policy ED-3.2.5: Technology Transfer and Innovation 

Support ongoing efforts by the District's colleges and universities to promote technology transfer and 

innovation, and provide technical and financial assistance to help local entrepreneurs and small businesses. 

These efforts should include small business "clinics" and small business course offerings at institutions of 

higher education. 714.10 

714.11 Policy ED-3.2.6: Commercial Displacement 

Avoid the displacement of small and local businesses due to rising real estate costs. Programs should be 

developed to offset the impacts of rising operating expenses on small businesses in areas of rapidly rising 

rents and prices. 714.11 

714.12 Policy ED-3.2. 7: Assistance to Displaced Businesses 

Assist small businesses that are displaced as a result of rising land costs and rents, government action, or 

new development. Efforts should be made to find locations for such businesses within redeveloping areas, 

or on other suitable sites within the city. 714.12 

714.13 Policy ED-3.2.8: LSDBE Programs 

Expand opportunities for local, small, and disadvantaged business enterprises through city programs, 
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2017 MC-2.7 NORTH CAPITOL STREET/FLORIDA/NEW 
AVENUE BUSINESS DISTRICT 

YORK 

2017.1 The area around the North Capitol Street, New York Avenue and Florida Avenue intersections provides the 

commercial center for the surrounding Bloomingdale, Eckington, and Truxton Circle neighborhoods. The 

neighborhoods themselves are diverse in age, income, and ethnicity. They consist of a mix of row houses 

and small apartment buildings. Home prices in the neighborhood have tripled since 2000, and many long

time residents are feeling the pressure of gentrification. 2017.1 

2017.2 The commercial district itself is in need of revitalization. Although it was designated a DC Main Street in 

2000, it suffers from a lack of neighborhood-serving businesses, high vacancies, crime, and inadequate 

access and parking. The North Capitol frontage is particularly challenged by a myriad of confusing and 

often congested intersections, and crisscrossing diagonal streets and triangles making pedestrian movement 

difficult. The District addressed these issues in a transportation study in 2004-2005, with the goal of 

improving vehicle flow and improving safety. The Study explored the feasibility of reconstructing Truxton 

Circle (at North Capitol and Florida), and identified specific short-term and long-term transportation, 

streetscape, and infrastructure improvements. 2017.2 

2017.3 The North Capitol commercial district is just a few blocks west of the New York Avenue Metro station and 

lies on the northern edge of the North-of- Massachusetts-Avenue (NOMA) district. Conditions on the 

corridor are likely to change dramatically as NOMA is redeveloped with offices and high-density housing. 

The commercial district is well situated to benefit from these changes, but first needs a strategy to address 

the needs of the residential community, ,manage traffic, upgrade the public realm, and improve public 

safety. 2017.3 

2017.4 Policy MC-2.7.1: North Capitol/Florida Business District 

Upgrade the commercial district at Florida Avenue/North Capitol/New York Avenue, restoring vacant 

storefronts to active use and accommodating compatible neighborhood-serving infill development. 2017.4 

2017.5 Policy MC-2.7.2: Eckington/Bloomingdale 

Protect the architectural integrity of the Eckington/Bloomingdale neighborhood, and encourage the 

continued restoration and improvement of the area's row houses. 2017.5 

2017.6 Action MC-2.7.A: North Capitol Revitalization Strategy 

Prepare a Small Area Plan/Revitalization Strategy for the North CapitoV Florida Avenue business district, 

including recommendations for streetscape improvements, land use and zoning changes, parking 

management and pedestrian safety improvements, retail development, and opportunities for new housing 

and public services. 2017.6 
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2008 MC-1.1 GUIDING GROWTH AND NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONSERVATION 

2008.1 The following general policies and actions should guide growth and neighborhood conservation decisions 

in the Mid-City Planning Area. These policies and actions should be considered in tandem with those in the 

citywide elements of the Comprehensive Plan. Policies from existing Small Area Plans and Revitalization 

Studies (Georgia Avenue, Columbia Heights, Uptown, etc.) are referenced in Section MC-2 2008.1 

2008.2 Policy MC-1.1.1: Neighborhood Conservation 

Retain and reinforce the historic character of Mid-City neighborhoods, particularly its row houses, older 

apartment houses, historic districts, and walkable neighborhood shopping districts. The area's rich 

architectural heritage and cultural history should be protected and enhanced. 2008.2 

2008.3 Policy MC-1.1.2: Directing Growth 

Stimulate high-quality transit-oriented development around the Columbia Heights, Shaw/Howard 

University, and U St./African American Civil War MemoriaVCardozo Metrorail station areas, as weD as 

along the Georgia Avenue corridor and the North Capitol Street/Florida Avenue business district. 

Opportunities for new mixed income housing, neighborhood retail, local-serving offices, and community 

services should be supported in these areas, as shown on the Comprehensive Plan Policy Map and Future 

Land Use Map. 2008.3 

2008.4 Policy MC-1.1.3: Infill and Rehabilitation 

Encourage redevelopment of vacant lots and the rehabilitation of abandoned structures within the 

community, particularly along Georgia Avenue, Florida Avenue, lith Street, and North Capitol Street, and 

in the Shaw, Bloomingdale, and Eckington communities. Infill development should be compatible in scale 

and character with adjacent uses. 2008.4 

2008.5 Policy MC-1.1.4: Local Services and Small Businesses 

Protect the small businesses and essential local services that serve Mid-City. Encourage the establishment 

of new businesses that provide these services in areas where they are lacking, especially on the east side of 

the Planning Area. 2008.5 

2008.6 Policy MC-1.1.5: Conservation of Row House Neighborhoods 

Recognize the value and importance of Mid-City's row house neighborhoods as an essential part of the 

fabric of the local community. Ensure that the Comprehensive Plan and zoning designations for these 

neighborhoods reflect the desire to retain the row house pattern. Land use controls should discourage the 
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9/29/2010 Bear Cafe, LLC 

District Department of the Environment 

DDO! HOM!! 

SERVICE$ 

lNFOR~nON 

ONUNI! SOIVICI! 
RI!QU!STS 

2009 Mayor's Environmental Excellence Awards 

ea. Study: Big Bear ear., LLC 
Outstanding Achievement bye Restaurant 

The Big Bear cafe Is thoroughly committed to 
business practices that promote sustalnablllty. The 
cafe sources locally and sustainably grown produce 
whene~~er possible. The tea and coffee we sell are 
sourced fi"om two companies who adhere to best 
practices In sustalnablllty: Counter Culture Colree 
and Rlshl Tea. Their products are all natural, nearly all organic, and nearly all follow 
dlrecUfalr trade practices. The milk used at the Brg Bear cafe Is hormone free, produced 
trom pastured cows at Trickling Springs Creamery in nearby Chambersburg, Pennsylwnia. 
We recel~~e our milk and cream dell~~eries in glass bottles, which we retum for reuse each 
week. The Big Bear Cafe focuses on sustalnabillty in small ways, t~romotlng stirring 
spoons and whole sugar Instead of throwaway stlrrets and wasteful sugar packets. We do 
not sell bottled water, but olfer glassware and filtered water for our customers to enjoy. 

Resource conservation is at the heart of the Big Bear Cafe's business model. All our coffee 
Is shade grown (grown under a canopy of at least 50 percent shade, which supports bird 
habitats and other ecosystem elements). Counter Culture Co~the roaster for all the 
colree sold at Big Bear Cafe-works with farmers who elim inate waste water in a 
sustainable fashion, which preser~~es water tables and watershed. We compost all our used 
colree grounds and teas each day, and we are de~~eloping an on-site com posting program 
for all remaining kitchen waste. (The Big Bear Cafe does not produce enough waste to 
qualify for professional food compostlng.) All our compostable products -including com
based PLA cups and utensils-are deli~~ered to an ~site waste sel"\1ces facility for 
compostlng. 

In spring 2008, the Big Bear Cafe was awarded a mini-grant for green de~~elopment trom 
Washington Parks & People. The award was used to Install semipermeable pa~~ers in place 
or asphalt to ease storm-water runoff. Our storm-water runoff management to comply 
closely with best practices as determined by the American Society of Landscape 
Architects. 

The Big Bear care hopes that the experience we prol.ide for our customers con~~eys our 
Interest In sustalnablllty and best practices. As a simple gesture, t he cafe maintains an 
organic teaching garden and olrers demonstrations and guidance for planting and raising 
wrious herbs and 118getables. 

To conser~~e energy, the Big Bear cafe Installed se~~en energy-efticient o~~erhead fans to 
keep the cafe cool during the summer, l.irtually eliminating our need tor air conditioning. 
During the winter, the tans circulate warm air, decreasing our dependence on natural gas to 
prol.ide heat. The cafe Installed energy-sa~ng light bulbs In many of our light fixtures, 
reducing the store's carbon footprint. In addition, the cafe installed large low-emlssll.lty Oow
e) windows to retain heat during the winter and regulate the temperature during the summer 
and to use natural light whene~~er possible. 

ddoe.dc.gov/ .. ./view,a,l210,q,499593.asp 

V•SfTOilS I (;0Vf11NMFNT FO~ KI;)S 
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WASHINGTON 

PAPER 
HOUSING E 

Broadband of Brothers: D.C.'s new fiber 
optic network will need lots of small fries to 
step up. 
Posted by Lydia DePillis on Feb. 17, 201 1 at 7 :01am 

DC-CAN creates 10 pubfic access nodes, for networtcs that could look 
like Bloomingdale's. (Brooke Hatfield) 

Like many new things in Bloomingdale, the plan to create a 

neighborhood-wide free wireless Internet cloud involves Big 

Bear Cafe at 1st and R streets NW. But where the cafe's 

liquor license fight highlighted divisions within the 

gentrifying neighborhood, this plan began with a whiskey

fueled conversation about how to transcend them. 

• A few neighbors sitting around the cafe saw that there was 

a communications gap," explains Hugh Youngblood, a tech 

entrepreneur who has since taken over cafe owner Stuart Davenport's seat on the local Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission. If they could at least get everyone access to a popular neighborhood e

mail list, they reasoned, that would go a long way toward filling the digital void. 

The problem: Though Big Bear hosts laptop-toting hordes, many neighbors lack home Internet 

access. The relatively simple fix: Wrth a few do:z.en routers at $60 apiece-and access to the city's 
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fiber optic network-Youngblood et al could create a Wi-Fi cloud around 1st Street NW. "We just 

said, let's start giving away free Internet," Youngblood remembers. 

The actual process was a bit trickier. At first, they tried to put a signal tower on top of McKinley 

Technical High School in nearby Eckington, but that was deemed unworkable. Then they thought 

they might be able to do it from Dunbar Senior High School on New Jersey Avenue NW, but security 

concerns led the city to offer only a tiny trickle of bandwidth-not enough for the Big Bear crew to 

wire a whole neighborhood. 

Finally, the group gave up on city assistance, turning to a local IT company that could get them a 

commercial broadband subscription. They set up "gateway" routers at Big Bear and in Rustik Tavern 

and then started knocking on doors to ask whether homeowners wouldn't mind hosting a free 

"repeater. • For a few hundred dollars in hardware and about $800 a year for broadband, a six-block 

long stretch of houses now has WiFi access-for much less than the cost of individually subscribing 

each area household to Verizon or Comcast. 

For Youngblood, wiring the neighborhood is worth it because of what he can then build on top: 

Through his company, Youngblood Capital Group, he hopes to develop a "smart grid" in the area 

that could support things like solar energy systems. "You build the network, and then you've got this 

fertile field you can grow everything in," he says. 

In the not-too-distant future, however, groups like the one in Bloomingdale may not have to pay 

Comcast or Verizon at all. Last year, the city received a $17.4 million in federal stimulus money for a 

fiber optic network designed not for the city government but for the public at large. Such grants were 

sprinkled around the country as part of the Obama administration's broadband initiative, but most 

are in rural areas. D.C. will be the biggest city to build its own consumer-oriented network. 

The catch? The D C. Community Access Network (DC-CAN) will be what's called a "middle mile" 

network, which is just a central communications backbone. Private businesses and non-profits, from 

large cable companies to grassroots initiatives like Bloomingdale's Broadband Bridge, are supposed 

to provide the "last mile," which brings the Internet to consumers. 

That makes DC-CAN the first meaningful opportunity to break the Comcast-Verizon duopoly that's 

governed broadband communication in the District since Uncle Sam and the courts allowed big 

carriers to run small providers out of the market But DC-CAN, scheduled for completion in 2013, is 

going to need some entrepreneurial moxie: So far, the big two haven't expressed interest in 

participating, and only five relatively small companies answered the District government's request for 

information on the network. 
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4/18/2011 

Morning Joe: Big Bear Cafe Serves Up 
More Than Coffee in Bloomingdale 

Next up in our quest to bring you the scoop on D. C. 's 
independent, locolly owned coffee spots, we visited Big Bear 
Cafe in Bloomingdale, whose newly-launched dinner, wine 
and beer menus, and campy movie nights offer up a great 
place to while away an evening in the Bloomingdale 
neighborhood. 

By Elaine Kouroupas 

Fans of caffeinated beverages with the prefixes "skinny," "sugar free" or "double 
wh ite chocolate mint" would probably dismiss Bloomingdale's Big Bear cafe as an 
anachronism, unfit for the quick pace and varied palates of city life. Take their milk 
for example: the only kind they offer is a fresh-from-the-farm, creamy-sweet whole 
milk from Trickling Springs Creamery (with soy milk as a sole alternative), which we 
are pretty sure would incite a riot at any downtown Starbucks. Situated on the corner 
of 1st St. and R St. NW, Big Bear is a true neighborhood gathering spot that caters to 
lingerers. Rather than being handed a to-go coffee in six seconds flat, patrons are 

encouraged to luxuriat e with a newspaper and a French 
press. 

The first business of its kind in Bloomingdale, Big Bear takes 
its commitment to the community seriously; even its name 
reflects neighborhood tradition, in which every business to 
occupy the space since 1910 has gone by the moniker "Big 
Bear." Realizing that locally sourced produce l ZONING COMMISSION
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can be scarce in the neighborhood, employees planted a teaching garden out front, 
where demonstrations and guidance for planting are offered. On Sundays in the 
spring and summer, Big Bear plays host to the Bloomingdale Farmer's Market, while 
on other evenings you'll find various free community events, including poetry 
readings, Monday "campy movie nights," art markets and more. 

Big Bear's recipe for good drinks is simple: Counter Culture-brewed coffee, farm fresh 
milk and natural cane sugar. With carefully foamed milk and correctly made espresso, 
their lattes come out light, fruity and delicious. You won't find any burnt or stale 
coffee here: With no drip machines, each cup is carefully brewed by hand via French 
press. "We're minimalists here," barista Collin explains. All of their utensils and 
packaging are biodegradable and recyclable, which along with their sourcing of local, 
organic ingredients, composting, and use of energy-efficient lighting and fans has 
earned them the Mayor's award for environmental excellence. 

Coffee isn't the only feather in Big Bear's hat. All of their 
food is cooked from scratch by their chef, Ted, who crafts 
the menu with thoughtful consideration of what's in season, 
incorporating produce from the garden whenever possible. 
The dinner menu, which launched on April 5, includes 
seasonal, homemade dishes such as spring pea salad with 

spinach, dried apricots and spiced turmeric dressing, a scallion pancake with 
asparagus and shaved pecorino, and their signature smoky chipotle chili . Diners can 
wash it down with the newly launched wine list (a well thought out selection of five 
bottles, hailing from France to Germany) and beers (think solid American brews such 
as Victory Prima Pils and Smuttynose Robust Porter)--which barista Collin assures us 
are some of the best priced beers in town.(Photo: Big Bear website) 

Big Bear Cafe 
1700 1st Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

Hours: 
Monday through Friday- 7am to 9pm 
Saturday- 7:30am to 9pm 
Sunday- 8:00am to 9pm 
5:23 AM in .Qf, food and dining, Morning Joe I Permalink 
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flavor cafe 

Big Bear 
Cafe 
With a farmers 

market out front and a 
scientist in the kitchen, 

Sunday dinners are 
something special. 

Sandy K. Johnson 

Call him the culinary ambassador from Bloomingdale. Stuart 
Davenport is the kind of neighbor everyone should have. 
An eight-year resident of the eclectic Washington, D.C. 

neighborhood north of the Capitol, Davenport bought a scruffy 
corner store, complete with bulletproof glass and turnstile, and 

morphed it into a cozy neighborhood cafe. When 
Big Bear Caf~ got off to a good start, he convinced 
neighbors co kick in $2,000 to help se t up a 
farmers market in from of the caf~ and restaurant 
on Sundays. 

Nm yet content, he started family-style dinners 
so friends could gather on Friday nighcs after the 
caf~ dosed at 6 p.m. When Big Bear got a liquor 
license, nighcs at the restaurant became intimate 
candle-lit meals where a dozen and a half people 
could enjoy a gourmet Sunday ntght dinner 
Lingering at a long communal table. 

"The original idea for family dinners was more 
about community," Davenport told Fla\lor. "It's an 
excuse for people to come together." 

A recent Sunday featured spaghetti fragrant 
with crem.inj mushrooms and brightened with mint 
and lemon; a ricotta frittata speckled green with 
spinach; render roasted chicken perfumed with 
rosemary and garlic; a selection of three cheeses 
with glazed pecans; and a spicy hazelnut cake. 

What makes the BBC unique is its devotion 
to buying locally. So the mushrooms came from 
Pennsylvania, the chicken came from D.C.'s 
historic Easte rn Market, the eggs and greens 

from nearby farmers, and the cheese from local vendors. just as 
Davenport has created a community within his neighborhood, rus 
caf~ has created a kinship with farmers and food anisans whose 
products are fresh from the earth and the kitchen. 

His talented head chef, Clementina Russo, learned cooking 
in the Italian kitchens of her childhood. "I th ink that anyone 
who has a relationship with a kitchen has likely developed that 
relattonship at a young age, with mom or grandma," she says. 

Thus, the perfectly prepared pasta, whtch Russo calls "Sicily 
in a bowl." She relishes the challenge of creating dishes out of 
ingredientS of the season. "I don't have a concept. I make a menu 
of things that are avai lable. When it changes, my menu will 
change," Russo says. 

So when a farmer came in with a bag full of sweet potato greens, 
Russo tasted one and pronounced it delicious. How many ways can 
a chef prepare sweet potato greens? For Russo, the possibilities 
are many: you can eat it raw in a salad, saut~ it, steam it, puree 
it, pur it in soup, make a gratin, or make a pesro. Diners can find 
that variety Ln every vislt to Big Bear Cafe, a reminder to city 
dwellers that the best food comes from farms, not the agricultural
industrial complex. 

From May to November, the farmers market Davenport helped 
bloom is held every Sunday in front of the cafe. Vendors for the 
Bloomingdale Farmers Market bring fresh produce, meat and 
poultry, gelato, cheese, pasta, and baked goods, further cementing 
the bond between chis inner-ci ty community, the caf~. and local 
producers. At day's end, the cafe buys what's left over from the 
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market to create fresh menu challenges for Russo, who has a 
doctorate in physics. For BBC diners, she is a serendipitous meld 
of science and food. 

There is no typical BBC menu, so check the websi te for 
offerings. Russo might create a split pea stew with garlic
rosemary infused oil, a fennel and pea shoot frittata with greens, 
or a peasant's purse of mushrooms, dandelion greens, brown rice, 
toasted walnuts, fr ied egg, and pecorino. She splits chef's duties 
with Neil Negri, whose creat ions often have a Korean vibe. 
Recent dishes: spicy eggplant with rainbow carrots, crispy basi l 
and jasmine rice, and a soba noodle soup with beech mushrooms, 
Asian greens, and pork belly. 

The ingredients come from farms all over the region: Tuscarora 
Organic Co-op, Painted Hand Farms, Groffs, Truck Patch, and 
more. Russo has developed a particularly close relationship with 
Kristin Carbone of Radix Farm in Maryland, which sets aside a 
section to grow produce that the chef requests. "They're a great 
team," Davenport says. 

Davenport developed his passion for farm-to-rable cuisine at 
Woodberry Kitchen in Baltimore, learning to bake and run a 
kitchen there while he was getting his own caf~ off the ground. 

Big Bear Cafe is open for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Its 
beverage serv ice runs the gamut from Coun.ter Culture coffee 
(with artistic hearts coaxed out of the frothed milk) to cocktails 

TWE SUNDAY DINNER 
CHEESE PLATE: 

CAPPUCIND AT BIG 
BEAR; SUNDAY DINNER 

IS A ROTATING MENU 
OF RUSSO FAMILY 

like The Muckraker, a fusion of tequila, tart cherry juice, and 
ginger beer. Poetry readings and open·mic comedy nights are 
another draw. 

The family dinners run $45 to $60, including a glass of wine 
selected specially for the menu. The reservation-only dinners 
have three to five courses, showcasing Big Bear Cafes culinary 
philosophy: "to offer high quality foods, prepared with care, for 
great company, in great ambiance." • 

Big Bear Cafe 
1700 First St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

(202) 470-5543 

bigbearcafe-dc.com 

@blgbearcafe 

Sanely Johnson Is a veteran journalist who was raised on a farm and now grows 
her own vegetables In an Alexandria community prden. Formerly the Wash· 
lngton bureau chief for the Associated Press, Johm~on was recognized as a 
Pulitzer finalist because she refused to allow the AP to call a winner In the 2000 
presidential race on election night, despite Intense pressure. AP was the only 
major news outlet that did not have to reverse Its call. 
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~ c:..,J _.B 
Letter of Support for Big Bear Cafe 

T<J Whnm tt May Concern: 

Por tbe 1700 J .. Street, NW 
Zoning '\iap Am~nd~Uent Appli~tion. 

I have sjgned this petition in support of the zoning application for I 700 1 ~ Street, 1\f\V (the 
"'building~') because T believe such a Jight-<;ommercinl/mixed use .al this rocation significantly 
benefits the local community. I believe the commercial use at this location naturally confonns 
and contributes to the surrow1ding urban landscape, and offers vibrancy that helps to posi(ive1 .. 
shape the neighborhood~ s identity. 

I understand th<d the alrrent use of the building ~ists .as a non· c..'<Ottfonning a>mmll!rcial/mixcd
use as a restaurantlcafe/01arket- and a residence on the 2'td floor. 1bis building ha$ been a 
com.rnerciallmixed-use building since it was built over 100 years ago. and it was buiJt with tbe 
physical fcatw"cs of a commercial buil.cling clearly expressing its intent. With the approval of a 
zoning map :unendment application the Building will be rezoned to reflect ils ligbt 
commercia3/mixcd..u.')l! character. 

Also~ with the approval of a map amendment zoning chnnge the legitimacy of the Building's 
non-confonning Certjficate of Occupancy, the restaurant license for the Big R~mr Cafe. the 
Sidewalk Cafe permit. and the Class C Alcohol license for the Cafe. can no longer be put into 
~uestion. 

We wge your favorable consideration of this application. and we believe in the positive 
contribution the Rig Bear continues to make in our oommunhy. 

Thank you very much-

'lt:!----W ~\'K 
~1t'I.L:fV"<:l ____ _ 
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w 
Letter of Support for Dig Be-ar Cafe 

To Whom Ir May Concern: 

fo'or tlue 1700 151 Str~ NW 
ZoDing Map Amendmeat AppJiudo., 

-\ 

I have signed this petilion because I support the Map Amendment Zoning Change for I 700 I 411 

Street N\V (the ''Building') whiob is the location of the Big Bear Cafe (the "BBC"). Such a 
zoning change will allow the Building to exist wid1 a cont"ofming as a part of the Florida 
A venue Commercial Conidor. 

The current use of the Huilding as a Restaur.:~.nl (which confonns to a light commercial/mixed 
u.se zone) is n()t only a signific.ant benefit to the local community, it also naturally confonns 
and contributes to the surrounding urban landscape offering jt a necessary vibrancy tlult helps 
to positively shape the oeighborhoodes identi~. 

--

I understand that this Building bas been J mmercial building since it was built over J 00 years 
ago. and such a 1ap Amendment · change will rig,htfully nllow the Building to be 
recognized as a light commcrcial/m · building. 

Such a Map Amendment Zoning Change will allow the Cafe to exist with full legal rerognition 
and aJJow its Certificate of Occupancy. restaurant licenst; Sidewalk CafC permit. and Class C 
Alcohol license to unquestionably confonn to DC Law. 

w~ urge your favorable consideration ofdlis application, and we believe in the positive 
eontribution the Big Bear continues ro make in our community. 

Jb.ank you vt:ry mucb-

Nru:ne Address 

4, )fl~~ _ tfla ft Slat~~ t{u 
;t· L...,.....e;Mi-3 ~"\;A.l»h ·,-J ·1""'~ ,-s., ST-..: QE\' N'h- Jd.£:'-Y 

l' C 1{ > ~ W\Jbt\: 3o ~ ! ....::...1?t...:....· .!.:iNDl'f\/ _____ ___..:~~~~\<t:::::=::::;..._,_-

,: c~~ B;ti'Q 1 ~B:-.~r~Jt1;v~w ___ £·~~''· · ·· I 
1'1 Chli".llrtl l!i;.ctr\ ~~~ y ">1-- AliA) u.!1JJl.bJlQ -
1~ .t.lt~A Llbtlc<U~ 5 5 U$7 Nul ~· o.Lfi..! 
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Letter of pport for Big Bear Cafe 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Fnr the I 700 J" • t~ ·w 
Zoning Map Am~odJileat Application 

I have signed this petition in support of the zoning application for 1700 1 ~ Street, rv.r (the 
"bui1dingj because I believe sucb a ligflt-commercial/mixcd usc nt this location significantly 
benefits the local community. I believe the commercial use at this location natur.illy conforms 
and contributes lo the surrounding urban f~pe. and offers vibrancy that helps to positively 
shape the neighborhood's identity. 

l understand that the current use oftbc building exists as a non--conforming commerciaJ/mixed
use as a re!)1aurant/cafelmarket. and a residence on the 2nd floor. Thi~~ building has been a 
commercial/mixed-use build'mg since it was buitr over 100 years ago. and it was buiJt with th~ 
physical features of a commercial building clearly expressing its intent. With the approval of a 
zoning map amendment application the Building wiU be re1.0ned to rdloct its tight 
oo:mm~iallmixed-use characte,. 

Also, with the approval of a map amendment zoning change the legitimacy of the Building'. 
non· COO forming Certificate of Occupancy, th~ restaurant liceo e for the 13ig Bear Cafe, the 
Sidewalk Cafe pemtit, and the Class C Alcohol license for the Cafe can no longer be put into 
4uestion. 

We urge your favorabJe consideration of this applicatron~ and we believe in the po i!!.Y£. 
c-ontribution the Big Bear continues to make in OUT community. 

Thank you 'ery much-
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Letter of Support for Big Bear Cafe 

To \Vhom It May Coocem: 

For tbc 1700 t"' Str('d, NW 
Zonillg Map Ameadment Appliatioo 

~.C,..J - -
.,..._ 

----\ 

I have signed this petition in suppon of the 1.0ning application for 1700 I" Stroet, W (the 
ubuildingj because I believe such a lighl-oommerciatlmixed use at this location significantly 
benefits the local ¢0mtnWlity. I believe the commercial use at this location naturally conforms 
and contributes Lo the surrounding W'ban landscape, and offers "'ibrancy that helps to positively 
shape the neighborhood • s identity. 

l understand that the cwrent use c)f the bui1ding exists as a non-conforming com:merciaVmixcd
use as a restau.rantlcafe/market. and a residence on the 2Dd flooT. This building has been a 
commerci3Vmhced-use huilding since it was buill over 100 years ago. and it was built w.itn the 
pb) sica) features of -a rom.tllCl'CiaJ buiJ<fing clearly expre~::,;ng its intent. With the approval of a 
jl'.oning map amendment application the Duilding will be rezoned to reflect. ils light. 
commercial/mixed-use character. 

Also, w;lh lhe approv:d of a map amendment zotting chang~ the legitimacy ofthe Huilding~s 
non-confo~g Certificate of Occupancy> r.be rl!st.auran1license for the Big Bear Cnfe. the 
Sidewalk Cafe penn h. and the Class C Alcohol license lbr the Crue can no longer be put into 
question. 

We "'rgc your favorable COllsideration of this application, and we believe in the positive 
contribution the Big Bear continues to make in our commWJity. 

1'bank. you very much-

Xame Addres~ Hov.• do you normally get to ~he RHC? 

'

I" el l T \ ..4 . t 1, (bike / drive I w·..llk) 1{1 ~ . - =-.....:;..;;..._...;..:...;,___..;:__ ___ _ b __ ~_r_t_'-·_<; <.,.J 1-\\I'C. N iJ W ~ -'-l =k.,..._ _ _ 

~v 9 ~ 1-z.. 1- r,\ <?\ . "tJ yJ __ v~""' k ---. 
§"I 48'. )r/ I J r ftJ (, I~ (- t(' II~ • .J.(J I It 
'71- K '

7
-;'t ·z:;;; ~) AI'-/ V11'- ( f,. J ~---

~> Jir. vv ~ l K 
~~--...... \~11.l \}j~ J 

--~~~~~~--~~~~~~~ N~~J.~er~5~~~~~N~~~--~v~~~I~J~---
I ~ :1,.1:, ,,~ S\ )J \ -------~\\~ 
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\\oW -1 
Letter of Support for Big Bear Cafe 

To \\'hom It May Conoem~ 

•"or the 1700 J • trttt, NW 
7Aniog Map Amend1Mtlt Application 

., 

\ 

1 have signed thi petition in support ofthe wning application foT 1700 tst Street, W (the 
'"building"") because I believe such a light-commercial/mixed use at this location ignificantly 
benefits the Jocal community. I believe the commercial use at this location nnturalJy confonns 
and coruributes to the c;urrounding urban Jandseape, and offers vibrancy tbat helps to po~itively 
shape the neighbOibood's identity. 

I Wtderstand that the current U"Sc of tbe building exists as a non-contbnning commcrcialtmixed
use as a rest.aurcmt/cafelmarket. and a residence on the 2nct floor. This building has been a 
commercial/mixed-use building ince it w~ built over 100 years ago, and it w~ built ~ith the 
pby ical features of a commercial building clearly expressing its intent With the approval of a 
t.oning map am~ndment application the Building will be tW.Oned to reflCCl iCs light 
comm~rciaVmi.xed-use character. 

Also with the approval of a map amendment zoning change the legitimacy ofttte Hullding' s 
non-conforming Certificate or occupancy. the restaurant license for the Big Bear Cafe, the! 
Sidewalk Cafe J)l:'frnlt, aod lbe Clnss C AJooho! license for the Cafe can no longer be put into 
question. 

We urge your favorable con idcrntion of lhi.s application. nnd we believe in the positive 
contribution the big Bear continues to make in our comnnmity. 

Thank you vel')' much· 

Nam~ Ho'\N do you nonnally gel to the BBC? 
( bike I' dri'\r-e I ''all. ) .. , "(, 

-u\~_.L.-;~--,-----"'-'·~M :·to 
~~~--~~~~~~~~~--~----~~~~~e • 

11~e 
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Letter of Support (or Big Bear Cafe 

'fo \Vhom It May Concern: 

For the 1700 1 u St:Hc1, 1\"'W 
Zoo.ing Map Amcndmwd Appli~tiou 

I have sjgned th1s petition in support of the zoning application for J 700 1.\1 Street, N\V (thq 
"-building~·) hecause I believe such a light-commercial/mixed use at this location significantly 
benefits the local community. I believe the corrunercinl use at this location naturally CQn((,mns 
and contributes to the surrounding U(bao landscape, &ld offers vibrancy that helps to positively 
shape the neighborhood's identity. 

I um.l.erstanti that the current use of the building exists as a non-conforming commerciaUm.ixcd.
usc as a rcstaurantkafcYmarkct, and a residence on the 2n11 floor. Thi~ building has beerl a 
coJlUllerciallmixed-use building since i.t was built over 100 years ago, and it was built with the 
physical features of 11 commerciaJ hui lding dearly expressing its intent. With the approm of a 
zoning map amendment appl ication the Building will be rezoned to reflect its light 
commercial/m1xoo-usc character. 

Also. with tbe approval of a map amendment zoning change the lcgitimncy of the Ruildi:ng .. s 
non-conforming Certificate of Occupancy, the restaurant license for the Big Bear Cafe~ the 
S idcwalk Cafe permit. and the Class C Alcohol license lor the Ca f~ can no longer be put into 
question. 

We urge your favorable consideration of this application .. and we believe m th~ positi\o'e 
contribution the Rig Bear continues to make in our community. 

Thank you Vc:ry much-
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